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VIEWPOINT 

4 local programs help
 
schools in trying times
 

By JULIAN CROCKER 

The begiruting of a new school year is usu­
ally a time of optimism. However, it is 

hard to pretend the loss of $40 mil1ion 
doesn't make a difference. That is the 
amount our local schools have been cut by 
our legislators and governor over the past 
two years. 

The increase in 
class sizes, the lack of 
assistance for strug­
gling students, the re­
duction in art, music 

and ath- . 

ii]
letic pro­
grams and 

.I the discour­
agement of 
young teach­

Julian Crocker ers who have 
is county . ?een laid off 
superintendent IS very harm-
of schools ful. I~ th.e face 

of thIS disgrace­
ful Jack of in­

vestment in our state's future 
that falls particularly hard on 
children in poverty, we are fortu­
nate to have some local heroes 
who are stepping up to help our 
students as the new school year 
begins. 

• Operation School Bell and Sue's Stars. 
Since 1996, the Assistance League of San 
Luis Obispo County has provided clothes for 
students from kindergarten through eighth 
grade. In addition to new clothing and a 
backpack, children also receive an age­
appropriate book of their choosing. Last year, 
more than 1,300 local children received new 
clothes to start the school year and there will 
be a similar number for this year. The posi­
tive impact on children is a great first step in 
building self-esteem for a successful school 
year. 

• Stuff the Bus. United Way of San Luis
 
Obispo County, Office Max and KSBY-TI
 
have organized a partnership to "stuff the
 
bus" with school supplies for students in
 

need. Yellow school buses were parked at 
three Office Max locations in the county for 
a week, and shoppers were asked to buy se­
lected school supplies (pencils, notebooks, 
crayons, etc.) and then put them on the bus. 
The buses then delivered the supplies to 

schools for students 
throughout the county. 

• Impact Con<;~ 
Testing and Training. 
Sierra Vista Regional 
Medical Center and San 
Luis Sports The..@QL 
are again offerinuo­
cost testing for high 
school athletes a d 
training lor cQljnty 
coaches to preyent 
life-threatenin in­
juries to stu.dent 
a1hlfE~s...:'itLlili::D.ts 
in con t:ac t-SjlOJ:.ts 
(football, .basket­
ball and sQccer) 
ar.e..ur.o\'id.ed.a 
free b se~ 

exam and in 
\<\'i\I.ll'lt- the eve t they 

MCCU..iC\-l~ i suffer a b~C\! . 
j1!!Y~::Ire ret 

aud.1lot aUow.ed..to play. UDtil 
the test reveals they ?r~ _eljgible to r~turn by 
tl}e team trainer or physician. Trairllng i also 
being offered at no cost for coache and 
trainers to recognize the symptoms of~ad 

iTljury, diabetes, cardiac arres!, asthma and 
he!lt illness. l11e safety benefit to studentsjs 
obyious, and the price is right. 

• Book Proqram. Heritage Oal<s Bank has 
designed the Banking On Our Kids (BOOK) 
program that wilJ use the bank's debit card 
transactions. The bank wiU donate a small fee 
to our schools for each signature-based card 
transaction. TIle donations are then distributed 
to each local school district on a per student 
basis for use as determined by the district 

These four diverse local efforts all help our 
students and schools in a time of great need 
and is something truly to be positive about. 
Thank you. 


